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LAW SOCIETY

OF SOUTH AFRICA

4 March 2014

Via e-mail: vramaano@parliament.gov.za

Mr V Ramaano

Portfolio Committee on Justice and Constitutional Development
3rd Floor, 90 Plein Street

Cape Town

8000

Dear Sir

STATE ATTORNEY AMENDMENT BILL (B52-2013)

We refer to your request for input, and comment as follows:-

The amendment bill introduces the office of the Solicitor-General. The term solicitor and
barrister have their foundations in English law and have been adopted in some Commonwealth
countries that were formerly English colonies for example Australia and New Zealand.

Historically, the legal profession in South Africa choose to use the term's attorney and advocate
instead of solicitor and barrister.

In view of the foregoing we submit that the term Solicitor- General should be removed from the
bill and replaced by the term attorney general, in keeping with the practice historically adopted
by the legal profession in South Africa.

Kind regards
pZ

Lizette Burger

Professional Affairs Manager
Tel: +27 (0)12 366 8800

Fax: +27 (0) 86 674 6533
E-mail: lizette@Issa.org.za

The Law Society of South Africa brings together the Black Lawyers Association, the Cape Law Society,
the KwaZulu-Natal Law Society, the Law Society of the Free State, the Law Society of the Northern Provinces and the
National Association of Democratic Lawyers in representing the attorneys’ profession in South Africa.
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